CORRESPONDENCE BEFORE THE TALKS       7i
cannot 'believe that they will have the daring to stop such a letter if
it is sent to me. It will be a very serious thing indeed "if such a thing
Tfc done by the Government. But I dd not "see evidence of any land af
change of policy on the part of Mr Gandhi or Congress or the Hindu
leadership.
MR   JINNAH'S REACTION TO STOPPAGE OF LETTER
The following statement was issued "by Mr Jinnah on the. Govern-
ment ' communique^' announcing the- stoppage of Mafoatma G-andhi's
letter to him:
This letter of Mr -Gandhi can only be construed as -a move on his
part to embroil the -Muslim League to come Into clash .with the British
Government, solely for:the,p'urpose^f helping-his release, so that he
would be free terdo what he pleases thereafter. There, is really no
change of policy on the part of Mr Gandhi and no genuine desire to
meet the suggestion that I made in my speech during the session of
the All-India Muslim League at Delhi. Although I have always been
ready and willing to meet Mr Gandhi or any other Hindu leader and
shall be still glad to meet him, yet merely expressing his desire to meet
me is not the kind1 of ephemeral letter that I suggested in my speech
that Mr Gandhi should write, and which has been now stopped by the
Government. <I have received a communication from the Secretary to
the Government of India, Home Department, dated May 24, that
Mr Gandhi's letter merely expresses a wish to meet me and this letter
.Government have decided cannot be forwarded to me.
My speech was directed to meet the appeals that were made to me,
and are now being made by Hindu leaders, that the Muslim League
should do something towards the solution of the deadlock, and my
.suggestions about the kind af letter that Mr Gandhi should write, were
in response >to those appeals, when I said that I myself saw no change
of heart. There was no evidence of any change of policy on the part
of Mr Gandhi or Hindu leadership and I referred to the recent corre-
spondence that had passed between Mr Gandhi and the Viceroy which
on the contrary showed that Mr Gandhi fully maintained his stand1 of
August 8, 1942.
But, nevertheless, some of the responsible Hindu leaders pressed
upon me that Mr Gandhi had now realized that he had made a mistake
and that he would be prepared to. reconsider and retrace his step if he
were given an opportunity to do so and; that he had changed his atti-
tude towards Pakistan and would be willing to come to a settlement
on* the basis of Pakistan, but the British Government were prevent-
ing the Hindu-Muslim settlement by refusing people of position and
-standing to establish contact with him for this purpose. I, therefore,